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Er-yce dilln't blame tire people lvho u,anted to speak to her,
vtLrc needeti- to speak to her. The city irad been healed-b,v her-
but its people . . .

Sc<;res liad treen dead by the time her firstlight empted through
f.trnathion. Hunt had been luck,v, had been taking his iast breaths,
when the firstlight saved him. Five thousand other people had not
been so lucky.

Their farnilies had nct been so lucky"

So rnany dark boats had drifted across -Lhe Istros to the mists of
the Bone Quarter that tirey had looked like a bev,v of black swans.

Hunt had carried her into the skies lo see it. The qua-vs along the r^iver

had teemed with people, their mo,;rning cries rising to the lorv

clouds r"here she and Hunt had glided.
Hunt had onl1.held her tighter and flown thein home.
"'llake a picture," Ember Quinlan called nolt to the shifters fi'om,

where she stood next to a marble torso of Ogenas rising from the
r'vaves, the ocean goddess's full breasts peaked and arms upraised.
"Only ten gold marks. Fifteen, if you want to be in it""

"For lnck's sake, Mom," Br;rce muttered. Enlber stoocl lr.'ith her
harrds on her hips, gorgeous in a silky gray gown and pashmina.
"Please don't."

Ember opened her mouth, as if she'd say something else to the

chastisecl shifter-s now hurrying towald the east staircase, but her
husband intermpted her. "I second Br1'ce's request," Randall said,

clashing in his navy suit.
Ember tul-ned outraged dark eyes on Br1,ce's stepfather-her

only tather, as far as Br,vce n'as concerned-but Randall pointed
casually to a broad frieze behind them. "That one reminds me of
,A.thalar."

Bryce arched a brow, grateful for the change of subject, and
twisted torvard rvhere he'd pointed. On it, a polverful Fae rrale stood

poised above an alvil, hammer raised skyrvard in one list, lightning
cracking from the skies, filling the hamrner, and floi,ving down
torvard the object of the harnmer's intended blor': a sword.

Its label read simply: Ltnhnoam sculptor. Pcr,lnti,ra, ctce 125 V.E.
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llrycer li{iecl her mc,irile and snal;pcr.{ a pl.,orr, i,
rrrr'ssaaing thrcad *'ith Hutt Athttia,r l.s fiiltet tl .\i,,,.

She coriltin't dr:nv that. Iher''cl sonr to thc ir,r -,

,)l1e su[r1]- aftern<-rotr last r.veck tL) play. anci Ijirnl I

'il,,ecl the floor u,ith her. FIe'd chansed liis nan:.
,r[ the rral ht'ntc.

l[ith. a fcw sri,eeps ol]rr:r tirurnbs, t]rc picture z,

:ire etlrer, along t.:irlr hrr note: Lotir!"l,r.qi rclalitr:,,;-
Sire -,ilid itt.r pl:une into hcr cirrtr:l; tr, l'Llri, irer it-, '

\\ hat?" $11163 11;r11'srgd.

But iimber oiilv motir.rned tol-aril the iiieze. "\\-Ir

Blvce checked tlie sliver ofrtritiirg in tlir lrrrrer r

'r:i s:l-\'s 'lhc A,laking oj'thl \l,ord.."
Her nrotht:r peereci ar thc halt'-fader,i elchirr!

- i,age ?"

Br-r.ce triccl to keelt lrer posture relixed. "-l ltc r

iire Fae."

\h." Ellber i;rrrsed her lips, and Randa.ll-,'i..
', rrsh the crorvcl to sttitl,r' ii rorrt:l-inq- statue of L,-r '

. l-ir.,r';ircl lhe he:*,eirs. trvo hrrniing do--s at lrct .-

.:lrns her hip. '}hu star-ed lluenr irr ir?"
\ep." Rr-l'ce saiii. f hen adcied, "Ii's conle iri i'i..
i cl;rnarlin3.io " Flniber trr<kr<l i.r..ick;i str-aitcl ,,-

Bl-rce nilytrg i{i fh. ncxt {ricze dangiiirg fl-(rltl

- r, nerr-ill isibir lti.i'es. "'I'his onc's of rhc ,. ..
,',ittci liie rcJili car-r'ed infr thc teir-firot e\pani-

Lr . . .'' ijhc -<cho,rled hci- cx1,r'essrr.in lnta; lieliir., -

\\-har!" Llmlrcl steppeti citrser ir:, rirc rleprt t,, ,r

s.--, I r-iernr_iirs -clir(topitls dorrn fionr t!rc sl.ies ir:
, i.1tlr.1e(i r,l-r [lie pliiirr be]or,r.

i it;. cinr.'.r a!--oirt LIcl"-s :tri-nii.:s it: lir.ing r(; rr r 
:

'- g tire Fii'sr \\i:rls," Brr"ce {inis}rcr[, f rr iii,: r . -

:i Ii; l:lork our rhe ilash cf talilns itrr(l i:in:-
- --the boour cif Iicr lifle rcscr;rrldirrg tir; our | ;

: . rrl itlrtorl in rire stret--ts, the scr-eaming ;rnrl .c_ -
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"You'd think this one u,ould be a popular piece these days," Ran-
dall observed, returning to their sides to study the frieze.

Brpe didn't reply She didn't particularly enjoy discussing the
events of the past spring lvith her parents. Especiall,v not in the mid-
clle ofa packed thearer lobby.

Ranclailjerked his ch.in to the inscription. "What's this one say?"

Keenly aware of her mother marking her every blink, tsr1-ce kept
her stance unaffected as she skimmed the text in the Old Language
ofthe Fae.

It rvasn't that she rvas trying to hide u.hat sire'd endured. She

had talked to her morn and clad about it a fen, tirnes. But it alrvays

resulted in Ember cr1.ing, or ranting about the Vanir rvho'd locked

out so manv innocents, and ihe r,r'eight of all her mother's emotions
on top of all of /eers . . .

It u,as easiel Br,vce had i-ealized, to not bring it up. To let her-
self talk it out with Hunt. or stvear it out in Madame Kyrah's
dance classes tu'ice a week. Baby steps torvard being ready fol actual
talk therapy, as Juniper kept sug;gesting, but both had helpeci
immensely"

Bryce silentlv transla[ed the text. "This is a piece fi'om a largt:r"

collection-likely one that would have r"-rapped around the entire
exterior of a bri-rilding, each slab telling a clifferent part of the stor)-.

This one says: Iizrs the seiten Princes of Hel loohed in ent\ ul;on trLid-

gard and u'nleash,ed, th,eir unholtt hordes tL12an our united arrn,tes."

"r\pparentlv nothing's changed in fitteen thousand vears," Ember
said, shadou,s darkeiring her eyes.

BrycE 1.0t her mouth shut. She'd never told her mom aborrt
Pr-ince Aidas-how he'd helpeci her tr,vice now, and had seemed

unaware cf his brothers' clark plans. If her morn knerv shc'd con-

sorted r.vith the fifth Prince of Hel, then,'d ha,r'e to redefine the
concept of going bcrserk.

But then Ember said, "Couldn't vou get a jab here?" She gestured
with a tan hand to the CCB's grand entlance, its ever-changing art
exhibits in the lobbr, and on a few of the other leizels. "You're quali-
fied. T'his -,vould have been perfect."
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''l-here \\'clc no ,:rpenings."'l-rr;e. AnrJ ,shc riiriLr'i .

r incess stitfr-rs io get one. She rr,antecl to rr,oLk .. :
( B's art departrrre;rt on lier- orr.l nicrii.

Her job at ihe Fae Archives... \\rcli, she rlei.r
-LaLtsr, ihet- sarr ire r a:; a Flte Pr-incess. But it i.nsri I .1.,

-\ Ber-:nrse she l-radn't rr,antecl to rr'r-;rk" tllcr-r. :i. ltr,
' [)icl voti er-en l;'i;?''
'\iom," Br-vcc saii'l, r',-'ice sh:ripening.
LJr, r:c.''

Laclies," lLandall saicl, a teesitrE rernnrk clesi,:.,=
- Lr'()!\'li-tg teilsioir.

Br rce ,srtriicr.i gr:ttcfr,riil'at hirri iti-ri ir.lmli h.,.: rrr, ,:

: righccl llp at tlic s!ar bursr chanr'teiiei:s el), r., .
nr ".\ll i'igilt. 5[onr. Our r\,ith if.."

i jut \,ith rr.ir:rt-i'" Irnbet askr:cl irtrroi:cntlr
i r.r-rr- orririirxr ;il-ioril ruy;crir " Br.rcr: qr itreci itei- :rc-
r:Lgged olr lre ior beinc an ;isrisrarii. itut ri.,-,,

rriring L,etler. it"s not goorl eilough?"
, i'Li: rras so t-rot tile plirce, nol ll'itii t_or,s oI pt,,; .- .

-.ir e2il shot, hr.rt sire'ri irad it.
: iitbe| clidn'L setl;t t(r cilie as sire s:Lir-l, "lts noi :: .,

.-ir It's abc,Lrr irlrerc t.hat job is."
iltc Fnc Arrltivi',q ilpt:t':rle inclcDt:ndtrrifir irf ;,

, )lii Bet atlse i renrertrlrer ]lrn bracging ttr.,Lr i:

- . r srral lihr ar'"."
:, - , ce saici tightl-r. " \,Iour. The getricri is gone I : 

=
;r tl llrr il)!l.rl (()i llulale ililtc-1,,-;tra l..Ji.

- rrr)\\. ()r'ii'CICI]'s al t deparlntelit ;su'I lrrritr:
i r i-.r tion'[ qei ii]r\ yori couklu't .rn ork -rtuurilir, _

:, :iill u(rt fliiri 1",;,1'3ho11q6'-sur-ei1's],r: iie rci. i--.

.irr rloes iliere."
:,r ,, ce reiiainecl fi'onr rr)liinc hel elcs, \\-'lthrr ,t ,r -

r . , it-' this sirrins, Jcsih;r haci cicare d rrul iirr _ :

- Lr! \rllrirrles ti'tel rnad.-: uP:r[ thtlt r.i1)t.linr,:
: Liblrtrl of"Iliu'thos. l.{ost oj fesiba's r>tha;.pri:,,r:

- 
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a. \4rarehouse, many in crates, but Bryce had no idea lvhere the sor-

ceress had spirited off the Parthos books-one of the ferv remnants
of the human norld before the Asteri's arrival. Bryce hadn't dared
question Jesiba about their current -whereabouts. It rr,;rs a miracle
that the Asteri hadn't been tipped off about the contraband books'
existence. "There are only so many tirnes I can ask for ajob tith-
out looking like T'rn begging."

'And u,e can't have a princess do that""
She'd lost count of how often she'd told hel rirom she yrasn't a

princess. Didn't want to be, and the Auttrmn King sure as shit didn't
lvanr her to be, either. She hadn't spoken to the asshole since that
last time he'd come to see her at the galler;,, right before her con-
frontation with Nlicah. lVhen she'd revealed v,,hat polr/er coursed
through her veins.

It lvas au effort not to glance clown at her chest, tG r rhere the front
of her gauzy, paie blue dress plunged tojust belolr, herbreasts, display-

ing the star-shaped mark betrveen them. Thankfull1,, the b,ack was high
enoup;h to hide the Horn tattooed there. Like an old scar, the white
mark stood out starkly against her freckled. golden-tan skin. It hadn'r
faded in the three months since ihe citv had been aitacked.

She'd airead,v lost count of how many times she'd caught her-

rnom staring at her star since arriving last night.
A cluster of gorgeous females-woodland nTrnphs, from their-

cedar'-ancl-moss scents-meandered past, champagne in hand, and
Bryce lorl-ered trer l'oice. "\\that do you want me to say? That I'll
move back home to Nidai"os and pretend to be nonnal?"

"What's so bad about normal?" FIer mother's beautiful face

blazed inrith an inner fire tirat never banked-nel.er. ever died out.
"I think Hunt r.r,ould like living there."

"Hunt still works for the 33rd, Mnm," Bryce said. "FIe's second

in command, for fuck's sake. And lvhile he nright appease you by
sa-ving Lte'dLc',,e to live in Nidaros, don't think for one minute he
means it."

"\4'a1'to throw him tinder the bus," Randali said while keeping
his attention on a nearb-v information placard.

:30__

Before Bryce could answer, Ember said, "Don't *
noticed things between you two are weird."

Tiust her mom to bring up two topics she didn'r
atut in the space of five minutes. "In what wa1?"

"You're together but not together," Ember said blu
that about?"

"It's none of your business." It really wasn't. But as
her, tlre phone in her clutch buzzed. She yanked it ou
at the screen.

Hunt had written, I can onlyhope to haue abs like da
Bryce couldn't heip her haHsmile as she peered ba

cular Fae male on the frieze before answering. I thi,nhJ
r fro aru him, actuaLly . . .

-Don't ignore me, Bryce Adelaide Quinlan."
Her phone buzzed again, but she didn't read Hr

fie said to her mother, "Can you please drop it? And
up rt-hen Hunt gets here."

Ember's mouth popped open, but Randall said, \
rr romance interrogations when Hunt arrives."

Her mother frowned doubtfully, but Bryce said,'!
qop, okay? I don't mind my job, and the thing betu
Flunt is what he and I agreed on. I'm doing fine. I-e
5aL"

It was a lie. Sort of.

She actually liked },er job-a lot. The private rrir
lrchives housed a trov€ ofancient artifacts that had
regl'ected for centuries-now in need of researching
ng so *rey could be sent on a traveling exhibit nexr q

She set her own hours, answering only to the head
rn orl shifter-one of the rare non-Fae staff-nho ,

iom dusk to dawn, so they barely overlapped. The r
u day was entering the sprawling complex through th
ngr where the sentries all gawked at her. Some even
lsr she had to walk through the atrium, where tl
rnd patrons tended to stare, too.
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Everyone these davs stared-she really fucking hated it. But
Bryce didn't want to tell her mom any of that.

Ember said, "Fine. You knolv I just worry."
Something in Brvce's chest softened. "I know, X,Iom. And I

knox. . . ." She struggled for the words. "It realiy helps to know that
I can rnove back home if I want to. But not right nolv."

"Fair enough," Randall chimed in, giving Ember a pointed
glance before looping his ar-rn around her waist and steering her
t<.rrtard another frieze across the theater lobby.

Brvce used their distraction to take out her phone, and found
that Hunt had written t\,\,,o messag-es:

Want to co'unt m) abs uhen ute get horue from th,e ballet?

Her stomach tightened, and she'd ner,er been more grateful
that her parents possessed a human sense of smell as her ioes curled
in her heels.

Hunt had added, I'lL be there in f,ae, by the ua,1t. Isaiah held me utt
uiih a neu case.

She sent a thumbs-up, then replied: Plefl,unaaase gel here ASAP.

I just gct a major grilling about rny job. And you.

Hunt rvrote back immediatell,, and Bryce read as she slo'r,vly

trailed her-parents to where they observed the frieze: Wito,t abou,t me?

"Bryce." her rnom called, pointing tothe il'ieze before irer. "Check

out this one. It's lJ."
Bryce looked up from her phone and gtinned. "Badass r.varrior

Jeliy, Jubilee." There, hanging on the wail, was a rerdering of a
pegasus-though not a unicorn-pegasus, like Bryce's childhood
toy-charging into battle. An armored figure, helrtet obscuring any
telltale features, rode atop the beast, s'n ord upraised. Bryce snapped
a photo and sent it to Hunt.

First lI/ttrs JJ, reporting lar dug!
She u,as about to reply to Hunt's What alto'ut rzrP question r.r,hen

her mom said. "Tbll Hunt to stop flirting and hurry up already."
Bryce scolvled at her mom and put her phone awav.

$o rnairl, tliings had changed since rer,"ealing her heritage as the
Autuqrn King's daughter and a Starborn heir: people gawking,
the hat and sunglasses she now r.vore on the street tr: attain some levei
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of anon,vmity, the job at rhe Fae Archir.es" But at Ie a

remained the salne.
Bryce couldn't deci<ie rvhether that was a comfori

Entering the private box in the angels' section ofth(
stage-left hoxes a level above rhe floor-Bryce gri
the heavy golden currain hlocking the stage from si
minutes remained until ihe shbw began. Until the tr
horr insanely talented Juniper was.

Ember gracefully sank into one of the red reh-et
front of the box, R.andail claiming the seat beside her. I
didnt smile. Considering that the royal Fae boxes occu
across from thern, Bryce didn't blarne her'. And cor
many of the bejeweled and shining nobility ryere sur
ir u-as a miracle Ember hadn't flipped them offyeL

Randall whistled at the prime seats as he peered or
rail. "Nice view."

The air behind Bryce went electric, buzzing and a
on her arms prickled. A male voice sounded from tht
5enefit to having wings: no one wants to sit behind v

Br1,ce had developed a keen awareness of Hunts I

{enting lightning on the wind. He had only to eme
fie'd know if he was there by that surge of poner in h
her magic, her very blood answered to his.

\ow she found Hunt standing in the doorway, alr
ir the black tie around his neck.

Just. . . gods-damn.
He'd worn a black suit and white shirt, both cur

irl, muscled body, and the effect lvas devastating -\d
rings framing it all and she was a goner.

Hunt smir-ked knorvingly,, but nodded to Randal
ry good, man. Sorry I'm late." Bryce could barelr hr
eplr as she surveyed the veritable malakim feast b<

Hunt had cut his hair shorter last month. Not tor
he'd staged an intervention with the stl4ist before rb
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